Steroid hormone receptors in pelvic muscles and ligaments in women.
Using monoclonal antibody assay techniques estrogen receptors (ER) and progesterone receptors (PgR) were quantitated in female pelvic floor muscles, urogenital ligaments and uterus (myometrium). Receptors were detected in all these structures. In addition qualitative assessment showed distinct nuclear staining in the same structures. ER and PgR were not found in the musculus rectus abdominis with either method. The findings provide a rationale for estrogen treatment in women with urogenital disorders.